
 
December 7, 2015 
 
Via Email Only 
Richard L. Mast, Jr. 
Liberty Counsel 
Post Office Box 11108 
Lynchburg, VA 24506-1108 
 

RE: December 3, 2015 correspondence on District Policy and Regulation 
 

Dear Mr. Mast: 
 

Lincoln Public Schools received the above referenced letter and wishes to thank you for your interest 
in these matters and our district’s regulations.  I have now had a chance to review your letter and find 
it very informative.  I have also examined the factual background of this situation.  And, while I may 
disagree with some of your factual and legal analysis, I too appreciate the otherwise good working 
relationship the district has had with all of its non-profit organizations over the years.   
 

As such, and also in the interest of obtaining an amicable resolution of this matter but without conceding 
on your analysis or conclusions, I have decided to reverse the staff decision and permit distribution of 
the flyer on the following terms and conditions: 
 

1. As a factual matter, you assert that children will only attend with parent permission, that there is 
no attendance fee and donations are not solicited.  As is the case with all non-profit distributions, 
this is an important element and condition of my approval.  
 

2. I point out that your letter makes reference to an “attached memorandum” and “attached flyer” 
which were not included or provided as part of your letter or the email through which was sent.  
I am thus attaching the flyer that will be permitted as long as it contains, in legible and obvious 
form, the disclaimer language you have offered to provide at the bottom of the flyer stating: “This 
event is a privately-sponsored event that is neither sponsored nor endorsed by the Lincoln Public 
Schools.”  To the extent it has not already been required; this form of disclaimer will henceforth 
be mandated on all non-profit distributions. 
 

3. I will take you up on your offer if the district is ever called into question for equal treatment 
regardless of secular or religious viewpoint, to assist in the defense for so doing, without charge 
to the taxpayers. 
 

4. As to the Policy and Regulation, I have referred them along with your information to the district’s 
legal counsel for review and analysis and consistent with district protocol will take up your 
requested change with the district’s Policy Review Committee for processing accordingly. 

 

I hope this response adequately addresses all your concerns. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Steve Joel, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
 

Attachment: Approved Flyer for Distribution  


